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GRADE HERD RECORDING, 1962-63 
By M. CULLTTY, B.Sc. (Agric) , Chief, Dairying Division 
A POOR season coupled with a 16 per cent, increase in the number of cows tested during 1962-63 led to a drop in the average yields of cows in the Grade Herd 
Recording Scheme. 
The average yields for the season were 
571 gallons of milk, 236 pounds of butter-
fat with a test of 4.1 per cent. This year's 
figure of 22,035 cows entered for testing 
was 4,500 more than last year and was 19.4 
per cent, of all cows in the dairying 
districts. 
TABLE 1 
AVERAGE PRODUCTION PER COW, 
1933-63 
Year 
1933-34 
1955-56 
1957-58 
1959-60 
1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 
Number 
of cow 
lactations 
In 
average 
4,308 
13,861 
14,035 
12,803 
13,938 
14,866 
17,258 
Milk 
zalli'tis 
415 
514 
549 
577 
589 
616 
571 
Percentage 
4-4 
4-3 
4-3 
4-2 
4-2 
4-2 
4-1 
Butterfat 
lb. 
181 
222 
235 
244 
248 
260 
236 
BOTE 
For the years preceding 1955-56 the lactation waft 273 days. 
From and including 1955-56 the lactation was 300 days. 
The increasing interest by dairy farmers 
in herd recording is a pleasing demonstra-
tion of their desire for more economic 
production. 
New Units 
Three new units with 53 herds were 
tested for the first time in 1962-63. These 
were Harvey North, Harvey South and 
Benger. 
Herd Size 
There was a rise in the average number 
of cows tested in each unit from 878 in 
1961-62 to 958 and the average herd size 
increased from 42 to 47. 
Continuous Testing 
The data accumulated from herd record-
ing which relates to management confirms 
many of the conclusions made in past 
years. For example it has been shown 
again that the farmers who have kept 
their herds in test continuously for several 
years are getting higher average yields 
than herds which have been tested for a 
short time only. 
TABLE 2 
NUMBER OF COWS AND HERDS IN UNITS 
Year 
1933-34 
1955-59 
1957-58 .... 
1959-60 
1960-61 .... 
1961-62 .. 
1962-63 
COWB 
m 
Dairying 
Area 
74,900 
116,057 
116,191 
113,539 
110,120 
111,897 
113,943 
Cows under test 
(includes B class and 
incomplete lactations) 
Number Percentage 
4,308 
17,170 
16,207 
15,097 
16,370 
17,568 
5-8 
14-7 
13-9 
13-3 
14-9 
15-7 
22,035 19-4 
Number 
of 
Herds 
Tested 
Included 
In Average 
159 
461 
460 
375 
409 
414 
467 
Number 
of Units 
8 
24 
24 
20 
20 
20 
23 
Number 
of Herds 
per Unit 
20 
20 
19 
19 
20 
20 
20 
Average 
Number 
of Cows 
per Unit 
538 
715 
675 
755 
818 
878 
958 
Number 
of Cows 
per Herd 
26 
87 
35 
40 
40 
42 
47 
HOTK 
For the years preceding 1955-56 the lactation was 273 days. From and including 1955-58 the lactation ' 
649 
i 300 day*. 
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The data showing the averages of inter-
mittently-tested herds is not recorded here. 
However previous examinations have 
shown that the average yields of these 
herds has not improved and the money 
used in testing them could be wasted. 
Time of Calving 
The best time for calving depends on 
feed and management. Where herds are 
hand fed with silage, hay and concentrates, 
TABLE 3 
AVERAGE PRODUCTION PER COW 
PER UNIT 
No. of 
cows 
Average 
Milk Test Butter-fat 
lb. lb. 
Brunswick .... 
Armadale 
"Waroona 
Harvey, South 
Harvey, North 
Benger 
Pinjarra 
Average 
Whole Milk UniU 
820 
996 
925 
890 
810 
914 
1,008 
6,423 
7,732 l 
7,363 
6,675 1 
6,676 
6,558 ! 
6 4 5 1 I 
6,065 
6,726 , 
4 1 
3 -8 
4 1 
3 - 9 
3 9 
3 - 8 
3 9 
4 0 
317 
283 
275 
262 
260 
236 
234 
266 
Walpole 
Capel 
Denmark 
Forest Grove 
Margaret River 
Vaase-Jindong 
Manjimup 
Bovanup 
Northcliffe 
Karridale 
Warner Glen 
Xannup 
Scotadale 
Albany .... 
Donnybrook 
Bridgetown 
Average 
Average, All Units .... 
Butterfat Unit* 
575 
1,160 
459 
680 
749 
892 
664 
794 
679 
658 
706 
699 
319 
515 
710 
576 
10,835 
17,258 
5,836 
6,641 
5,008 
5,192 
5,134 
5,569 
4,975 
5,348 
4,956 
4,774 
4,800 
4,316 
4,319 
4,845 
4,085 
4,088 
5,103 
5,707 
5 0 
3 - 8 
4-7 
4 4 
4 4 
3 - 9 
4 4 
4 0 
4 3 
4 5 
4-4 
4-7 
4 5 
3 4 
4 5 
4-1 
4 -3 
4 1 
292 
253 
238 
226 
224 
220 
220 
214 
213 
213 
212 
202 
194 
189 
184 
167 
218 
236 
especially during the summer, there is little 
difference in yield according to the month 
of calving. Autumn calving has again been 
shown to give the best results where it is 
not profitable to feed concentrates and 
where milk and cream is sold for manu-
facturing purposes. 
During 1962-63 it was only the cows 
which calved in March, April, May and 
June in these districts which yielded higher 
than the average of all cows. 
Calving in the autumn allows the lacta-
tion period to fit in with the green pasture 
season and with supplementary feeding 
and hay and silage it enables the cows to 
be kept in milk for a reasonably long 
lactation. 
Length of Lactation 
The average length of lactation in 1962-
63 was 7.8 months—the same as last year. 
There was a fall from 8.5 to 8.1 months 
in the milk zone and a slight rise from 
7.4 to 7.5 months in the butterfat zone. 
The overall improvement in the length 
of lactation is shown by the increasing 
number of cows completing either a nine 
or 10 months lactation. In 1955-56, 30.7 
per cent, of the cows milked for nine or 
10 months. In 1962-63 the percentage 
rose to 40.5. 
The value of longer lactations is also 
demonstrated in another way. The aver-
age yield for cows which milked for 300 
days was 775 gallons of milk and 326 
pounds of butterfat compared with 571 gal-
lons and 236 pounds of butterfat for all 
cows and only 215 pounds of butterfat for 
cows which did not complete 300 days. 
The increase in herds and cows sub-
mitted for testing in the Grade Herd 
Recording Scheme points to a definite 
promise of greater efficiency in the future. 
630 
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For outstanding 
service... 
In lubrication one name guarantees outstanding service 
and faultless efficiency. That name is Castrol. It ensures 
protection and long engine life. 
There's a Castrol Supergrade Motor Oil . . . . 
(Castrolite—XL —XXL) for every car and truck. 
Finest base oils scientifically blended with superior 
additives give maximum engine protection with 
minimum oil consumption. Castrol is patented— 
there's no oil like it. 
Heavy-duty, fully-detergent Deusol CR reduces 
wear in all diesel engines—tractor or stationary. 
Bearing corrosion is eliminated and sludge and 
varnish is prevented. Keep your diesel 'on the job' 
with Deusol CR. 
Both Castrol and Deusol are obtainable through-
out Western Australia. 
Castrol Limited—W.A. Branch: 170 Wellington St., Perth 
C86.84P 
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Lake BIdaa, Victoria—picture by The State Hirers and Water Supply Commission. 
H^ARDIES / ^ | 7 B % * \ 
WATER IS FIRST IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT r i n F O l l t f i I 10 
IRJIA FIRST INIAUST* 
P I M M m«*««» M t 'Journal at AmttUtHm* W WJk." 
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THE GREAT THIRST . . . the hand of time moves across the thirsty land. 
It was in the 1880's . . . with temperatures over the century mark and hot 
winds whipping up the dry red sand, that the imaginative and enterprising 
Chaffey brothers looked over the savage, unpromising wastelands on the 
River Murray. Bankrupt sheep and cattle men cursed and turned their 
backs. 
To the Charleys, irrigation experts in the grand manner and fresh from 
conquests in the Californian badlands, this was no new challenge. "Give 
us 50,000 acres and water rights," they said . . . the deal was made. This 
was the first successful attempt to put the wastelands to work . . . the start 
of an epic Australia-wide struggle to beat the Great Thirst. 
Thus was born a dried fruits industry now worth £9 million a year . . . 
Mildura in Victoria became the cradle of the Australian Irrigation Industry. 
Today, further up the Murray in an area known as the Goulburn Valley, 
there is one of the largest irrigation projects in Australia. 
Main source of water supply is the Goulburn river, controlled by the mighty 
Eildon Reservoir, second only in size in Australia to the "Snowy" scheme's 
Eucumbene Dam. Extending over 1V4 million acres, the Goulburn Irrigation 
system has over 500,000 acres under actual irrigation, production from which 
includes 70% of Australia's canning apricots, peaches and pears, as well 
as dairy products, fat lambs and vegetables worth approximately £25 million 
annually. 
Spectacular in its prosperity, the fabulous Goulburn Valley is also busy 
with a lively food processing industry. Many names, household words in 
the nation's kitchens are represented, including the largest preserving plant 
in the British Commonwealth. Value of factory production in 1960-61 was 
£31.5 million. 
Geared to match the development requirements of either the State or the 
individual, Hardie's maintain an on-demand availability of 'Fibrolite' pipes 
from a chain of factories across the nation. 'Fibrolite' pipes are backed 
by Australia's most experienced manufacturer of asbestos cement pipes 
. . . they're the most economical pipe for any project, large or small. 
Your local Hardie's Irrigation Distributor has been selected because 
of his wide knowledge and experience. He is waiting to help you 
JAMES HARDIE & COY. PTY. LIMITED 
Tha Golden Mf/«' of Tongala, Victoria, 
where 860 cows are milked in one square 
mite and which has the Australian record for 
CO'* population density. 
Falling Film Continuous Evaporator, at 
Tongala Milk, Victoria, is most modem 
plant of its kind. 
IR.3IA 
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